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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the co ™*9n<tence a£^-- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in ^^^tWjSW^^ 
herewith (or previously , mailed), a'Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication wi bd maj led J™* 
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noted below Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. '. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE ;: .. j ., 

4 □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH ORi DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the ; oath or declaration is deficient. 

5 □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS;(:as, "replacement sheets") must be submitted. ; ; . ; 
(a) □ including c^nijei required^ the; Noiic^^raftei^rso^Pajeht prawing Review ( PTO-948) attached ; . . . 



1) □heretbior : 2)d:fo : PaNr Nb./M^Date^ 



i ! ' 



i ■ ■ 



(b) □ including changes required' by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper NoVMail Date . ii . 
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4. As to claims 1,9, 17 and 25, none of the prior art teach or fairly suggestithe limitation "a 
selection step of selecting one attribute-classified image database corresponding to a present 
situation from a plurality of attribute-classified image databases classified respectively in 

accordance with aipluriility! of attributes cbrresi^ndirigtii vatiqus situation^ 6f hi Shooting! j ; 

* . i * > * ,i 

performed by a shooting means in respect of an object image ; to be discriminatiyely recognized 

" ; ! . : : ; ! i * * ■ ' , j ' ■! !: ■ ' ! ' " 

and identified, and storing therein at least one reference image classified by the at least one 

* . * * • . i 
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attribute and also storing recognition ID attached uniquely to thejat lieast ohe reference image 
respectively^; in' combination with ttie Other Hmitation^df the claiiris. The piicir art of ... 

! i • " ' •'. 

■ \ , i ' * 1 . 
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6,549,913 to Murakawja discloses an image recognition process comprising a. database with 

• ■ > 

reference images arid attribute information for specifying object image recognition (Abstract). 
However, the prior art of Murakawa does Aot t teach; of ; fairly suggest a selection step of selecting 
one attribute-classified image database cbirespondirig to a present situation from : a plurality of; 



attribute-classified image databases classified respectively in accordance with ajplurality of ; : 
attributes corresponding; to various situations of a shooting performed by a shooting means in 
respect of an object image to be discriminativiely r6cbgnized andid0n;tified, and storing therein at 
least one reference lmsige classified by the at least one attribute and also storing recdgflitidn'ID 
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attached uniquely to: the ajt least one reference image respectively., as disclosed in the limitations 
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of claims 1, 9^ 17 and 25.' 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
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payment of! the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays,: should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons fori ' 'i 



Allowance. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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! . i i ', ! '< i i • , • 

examiner should be' directed to Aaron W. Carter whose telephone number is (571) 272-7445. 
The examiner can normally be reached on ;8am - 4:i30 arri (Mon. Fri ). ; 



If attempts to reach :the examihet % telephone iar? unsuccessful, the examiner's , 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on (571) 272-7453. The fax phone number: for the 



organization where-this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status ofian application! may bel obtained 'from the Patent 
Appliciatiori Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. iSt^iis iitformatipn for publi^ed "ap^pUcations 
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may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

..... . 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

!■•;'. : .: ( , : 1 . ' ' ■ . . ' ' • ' i; . ;' : ' . ; , .: . . 

system, see:ht^://pai^ you haves questions pn access ito ; the Private PAIR 

system, contact, the Etect&nic Business €en^;(^(^ht^66r2\lr9W (toll-free), ^y^jyvpuld 
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like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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